(<■ isjnpe that letter is not used in Hausa. In Sokoto the usual solution was to add a dot underneath the 
A/abie letter 'shin' (j±), to show that the sound was an affricate rather than a fricative. Other additions wer 
sometimes also made, such as extra vowel signs, since Arabic has only three vowels while Hausa has five. 
Short vowels in Arabic are represented by diacritical marks. 

The dating of these innovations which adapted Hausa to Arabic writing is problematic for two 
reasons. The first is the general difficulty of dating Ajami manuscripts, especially the older ones. If most 
manuscripts cannot be dated, it would do us little good to see which ones use the innovated characters, at 
least for determining the dates of the first use of those characters, although it might give us a general idea 
of the relative dates of different manuscripts. The second reason that dating of these innovations is 
problematic is that there has never been a standardized Ajami orthography. Different innovations were 
made and used in different places, and scholars were free to use or ignore the innovations of other scholars 
as they saw fit. 



Chart of Ajami Letters 



ROMAN LETTER 


SOUND (IPA) 


INITIAL 


MEDIAL 


FINAL 


\LONE 


a 


HI 


f 


I 


I 


f 


b • 


Ibl 


+ 


+ 


« 


- 


6 1 


/6/ 


f 


t 


r 


^ 


t 


N 


i 


i 


« 


o 


c 


l\\l [in Kano] 


1 


i 


i 


A 


J : 


Afe/ 


*. 


^ 


e 


A 


h 


/h/ 


^ 


i. 


6 


i 


h ; 


/h/ 


^ 


^ 


c 


c 


d 


IdJ 


j 


a 


^ 


A 


z 


ItJ 


i 


i 


i 


A 


r 


HI 


j 


j 


_> 


A 


z 


M 


J 


■j 


j 


j 


s 


Isl 


- 


- 


L>" 


u- 


sh 


HI 


Ju 


J> 


cA 




c 


l\\l [in Sokoto] 


4 


4 


Jf 


u? 


s 


Isl 


^ 


- 


o- 


u-» 
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ROMAN LETTER 


SOUND (IPA) 


INITIAL 


MEDIAL 


FINAL 


\LONE 


1 


III 


-j, 


-i 


u^ 


lK» 


Cf 


Idl 


J» 


J* 


A. 


J. 


z 


IzJ 


Ji 


Ji 


Ji. 


A 


ts 


As/ 


J& 


Ji 


J& 


Js 




/?/ 


,i 


a 


t 


t 


g 


/g/ 


i 


i 


t 


t 


f 


IV 


i 


i 


^k 


^i 


£ 


/£/ 


3 


i 


3 


3 


k 


Dal 


i 


i 


dl 


A 


1 


N 


J 


J 


J 


J 


m 


Iml 


^ 


^ 


r 


f 


n 


M 


i 


1 


6 


u 


h 


/h/ 


.» 


4 


*. 


. 


'w' or 'u' 


/w/ or /u/ 


j 


J 


.> 


J 


'y' or 'i' 


lyl or m 


^ 


,. 


^ 


tf 




/?/ 


„ 


. 


. 


. 


ky 


/ky/ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


[kw 


/kw/ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


py 


/ley/ 


^ 


*» 


«^ 


<? 


lew 


/lew/ 


>» 


>* 


>*. 


>» 


gy 


/gy/ 


^ 


,Ji 


^ 


«> 


Igw 


/gw/ 


^ 


J* 


>* 


>* 


b 


/'y/ 


,. 


* 


V 


* 


lie 


/e/ 


J 


J 


J 




IU 


/e/ 


. 




rc 


_=*= 
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